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saying that he only needed a little assistance from
the British to destroy the entire Turkish Army east
of the Jordan.
" Who knows ? " he said. " They may send us
some cavalry and guns. Then will I march up the
railway-line, taking station after station even as far
as Deraa." I was surprised to hear that Marzuq
had taken it upon himself to write to General Allenby
on his own responsibility, and could not think that
much attention would be paid to his message. I
told him that Nuri was on his way with four guns
to attack Jurf al Derawish, and that when Jurf was
taken two guns were to be handed over to us. We
would then march, insha? Allah, not only to Deraa,
but even to Damascus. Marzuq was politely
incredulous. "They will never come/3 he said.
" But, my dear fellow,55 I protested, " they are
actually on their way. I have only just left them."
" I will believe it when I see them," said he.
We waited for two days for news of Nuri, but
none came, and on the sgth April one of the Beni
Sakhr sheikhs came back from G.H.Q,. He brought
a letter purporting to come from General Allenby,
in which he said that he hoped to co-operate with
Marzuq, and that the bearer would give necessary
details. According to the bearer, General Allenby
proposed to advance on Shunet Nimrin on the very
next day. Mounted troops were at the same time
to attack and capture Salt, and the Beni Sakhr were
to rise immediately and join in. Marzuq was much
perplexed by this letter. He had acted without any
authority in sending across to General Allenby
without orders fromFeisal, and was rather frightened
at the result of his move. He knew perfectly well
that the Beni Sakhr would do nothing without